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Houston-Area Religious Leaders Hold Successful Prayer Service and 

press conference for Comprehensive Immigration Reform Thursday, 

January 27 10:00 am to Noon 
 
 On Thursday morning, January 27,

 
2011, His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo (Archdiocese 

of Galveston-Houston), Bishop Janice Riggle Huie (Texas Conference of the United Methodist 

Church), Reverend Mike Cole (Presbytery of New Covenant Presbyterian Church), homilist Bishop 

Michael Rinehart, (Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod), Rabbi Mark Miller (Congregation Beth 

Israel), Imam Mustafa Yigit (Houston Blue Mosque) and other religious leaders lead an interfaith 

prayer service and call to action meeting for comprehensive immigration reform, at Christ the King 

Lutheran Church, 2353 Rice Blvd., Houston, Texas 77005. 

 

 Over 200 Houston area clergy and lay leaders attended to worship and received training on how 

to preach and teach the message of comprehensive immigration reform in their congregations.  Panel 

speakers Stan Marek, Greater Houston Partnership Immigration Task Force, Charles C. Foster, Greater 

Houston Partnership Immigration Task Force, Deacon Sam Dunning Office of Justice and Peace, 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, and Ernesto Cortes Jr. National Co-Director, Industrial Areas 

Foundation, trained clergy and answered questions to help deepen their understanding of this important 

issue. Immediately following the service, judicatory leaders held a press conference to answer 

questions regarding the issue and the scope of this campaign. 

 

The prayer service is part of the Houston Area Interfaith Campaign for Humane Immigration 

Reform which began Jan. 11, 2010 at St. Paul United Methodist Church in Houston.  The campaign 

has collected more than 12, 000 postcards and held over 50 trainings in excess of 40 congregations 

area wide.   

 

The event concluded with a call to action meant to inspire the faithful from these major 

denominations to continue engaging their congregations in the coming months.   Denominational 

leaders and laity are urging members of the U.S. House and Senate to work together in a bi-partisan 

manner on legislation that upholds family unity, respects due process and human rights, and is 

practical and workable for  long term economic prosperity and security for all U.S. citizens, residents, 

and workers*.  The event, organized by The Metropolitan Organization,* will be aimed at empowering 

the constituencies of these religious groups to support and seek a humane overhaul of our broken 

immigration system and prevent repressive measures by state and local government.  
 

*Interfaith Statement on Humane Immigration Reform 

*The Metropolitan Organization (TMO) is an organization of congregations, schools and other institutions dedicated to developing power and leadership 

among ordinary citizens. TMO's mission is to develop leaders in institutions who act on their faith and democratic values in the public sphere. TMO is a 
member of the Texas Industrial Areas Foundations (IAF), a network of community-based organizations in 12 Texas cities that work together on statewide 

issues. 

 

TMO 


