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Lectionary Post to be posted 7/15 for Sunday 7/22/12 

 
Pentecost 8B – July 22, 2012 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a – David wants to build God’s house, but God will establish David’s house, his offspring. 
or  
Jeremiah 23:1-6 – Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! The days are coming when I 
will raise up from David a righteous branch. 
 Psalm 89:20-37 – I anointed my servant David, and my hand will always be with him. 
or 
Psalm 23 - The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 
Ephesians 2:11-22  – You who were far off have been brought near. He has abolished the law with its commands and 
ordinances, that he might create one humanity out of two. No longer strangers.  
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 – Jesus to his disciples: “Come away to a deserted place and rest for a while.”  
Hymns: No Longer Strangers (David Haas, from Gather) 
 
Ephesians 
 
From today until the end of August, the epistle (second) readings come from Ephesians. Next Sunday’s passage from 
Ephesians is the theme verse for the ELCA Youth Gathering: “Citizens with the Saints.” Ephesians is a bit illusive, but the 
message is fantastic.  
 
The first verse of this letter, which normally identifies sender and recipient, says, "Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the 
will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus..."  
 
The first problem is, the words "in Ephesus and are" don't appear in the oldest and most reliable versions of this letter. 
This leaves the opening sentence, "Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are faithful in 
Christ Jesus..."  
 
The second problem is this: Pauline authorship is unlikely. Most reading my post today are already aware of this, but just 
to review briefly, the author of this letter doesn't seem to know the recipients (see 1:15, 3:2-4, and 6:23-24), and yet, 
according to Acts, Paul spent two years there. Why does he sound so distant? Why does he not greet people by names 
(like he does in Romans, where he' never even been)? Why does the author say things like, "...if you have heard of my 
love for you..."? And of course many central themes of Paul's language and theology are missing from this letter while 
other themes foreign to Paul's other letters are developed.  
 
But if you can ignore, accept and live with the fact that Paul's letter to the Ephesians was probably neither written by 
Paul, nor to the Ephesians, the message of this letter is well worth the preacher's time and thought. In fact 7 weeks in 
Ephesians might be good for a church. The themes about Christian community, about forgiveness, having patience with 
one another are timeless. The theme seems to be unity. It is as if the author is saying, “Get along for heaven’s sake!” 
 

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
— Ephesians 4:1-3 

 
Be ye kind, one unto another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you. 

—Ephesians 4:32 
 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

— Ephesians 5:1-2 
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Here's how it rolls out over the next few weeks. August could be a focus on Living New Life in Christ.  
July 15, 2012 – Ephesians 1:3-14 – You (y’all) have been blessed by God in Christ with every spiritual blessing. 
July 22, 2012 – Ephesians 2:11-22 – You (y’all) are all one in Christ. 
July 29, 2012 – Ephesians 3:14-21 – Prayer that you (y’all) might know the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge. 
August 5, 2012 – Ephesians 4:1-16 – Be eager to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.  
August 12, 2012 – Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2 – Living the new life in Christ.  
August 19, 2012 – Ephesians 5:15-20 – Living the new life in Christ 2. 
August 26, 2012 – Ephesians 6:10-20 – Put on the armor of God for a spiritual battle. 
 

Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

As I mentioned, this is the theme for the ELCA Youth Gathering, Citizens with the Saints, which begins this Wednesday, 
July 18 and runs through Sunday the 22nd. I’ll be there Monday, tomorrow, for MYLE, the Multicultural Youth Leadership 
Event, and DAYLE, the Definitely Abled Youth Leadership Event.  
 
The header in my Bible for this passage says, “One in Christ.” Paul begins by reminding the Gentiles that they were once 
aliens to the commonwealth of Israel, as uncircumcised pagans and strangers to the covenants. But Christ has broken 
down the dividing wall – the hostility – between these two groups. Those who were far off have been brought near.  
 
In verse 15 the author says something that some will find controversial. He says Christ, “abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances.” That’s pretty strong wording. This is not so far from Pauline theology. In Galatians 
5:18, Paul says, “If you are led by the Spirit, you are no longer under the law.” Paul once saw himself as a Pharisee, one 
set apart for the Law. Now he sees himself as an apostle, one set apart for the Gospel. 
 
Notice the word “peace” appears four times in this passage. Jesus is our peace (v.14). He has made peace (v. 15). He has 
proclaimed peace to those far and peace to those near. Both groups (v. 17). The writer sees Jesus as the bridge between 
these two hostile groups, tearing down the dividing wall between them and creating one people.  
 
“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,” the text continues, picking up the aliens and strangers language from 
verse 12. Now you are Citizens with the Saints. You are members of the household of God.  
 
Sally A. Brown's (Princeton Seminary) offers a thought-provoking interpretation at 
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?lect_date=7/22/2012&tab=3 . She reminds us that citizenship was a 
BIG DEAL in the Roman Empire. Citizenship meant you could not be flogged. It mean you could not be crucified. You 
could only be incarcerated and punished with a fair trial. Citizenship came with privileges. Wealthy people from 
conquered nations could buy Roman citizenship. So while the Jew/Gentile, circumcised/uncircumcised thing was a 
dividing line between people, the citizen/non-citizen/slave thing was perhaps even a bigger deal. The author is 
connecting with his listeners. 
 
The preacher might carefully explore the dividing walls that we have in our current society. One only need ask: “What 
creates insiders and outsiders?” We need not look far. Citizenship is a BIG DEAL in our society today. Many of the same 
fault lines that Paul mentions in Galatians 3:28 still exist. Jew/Greek: Race. Slave/free: Class. Male/female: Gender. What 
does it mean that Christ takes down the dividing wall between those of differing race, class or gender? What would it 
look like for a church to be taking down these walls, instead of being the group that tends to uphold old walls. It saddens 
me that Paul understood that Christ tore down the dividing wall between male and female 2,000 years ago, and yet 
there are churches that seem to uphold those ancient walls of power and domination.  
 
We can’t control what other denominations do. We can’t even control what other congregations within our 
denomination do. We can only create a culture of fallen walls in our own place. It is left to the preacher to consider how 
to address the existing walls in your place. It falls to the preacher to use homiletical imagination in casing a vision for a 
wall-less society here and now, to imagine things this community can do to blur the distinctions, lift up those who have 
been knocked down, and to bring near those who have been far off.  
Be at peace with one another, for Christ is our peace.   
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