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January 10, 2011 
 
The Very Rev. Bishop Michael W. Rinehart 
The Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
12941 I-45 North Freeway, Suite #210 
Houston, TX 77060-1243 
 
Dear Rev. Rinehart and The Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, 
  
May the peace and grace of the Holy Nativity be with you. While these days marking the Nativity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ should bring joy to the world, we all find ourselves stunned by the most inhumane lack of 
respect for the lives of innocent people and children. Your kind words of faith and encouragement is a 
testimony of the love of Christ which He taught us to share with our fellow human beings. Thus, although 
there is obvious hatred aimed at the children of God, there are also those, like yourself and your fellow 
bishops and the reverend clergy, whose light is a source of energy for the call to show mercy unto others.  
 
The Coptic Orthodox Church has endured persecution from its inception, but will never be defeated. We 
are comforted by the assurance of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ who promised that His martyrs and 
those who are persecuted for their faith in Him will be blessed with the greater reward in heaven. These 
innocent souls now joyfully intercede on our behalf and on behalf of the world. Such hatred will never cause 
us to be bitter or to desire to avenge ourselves of our enemies, for the Lord God does not desire the death 
of the sinner but that he returns and lives. Thus, our hearts remain in prayer for the families of the victims, 
the injured who remain in medical care, and even the perpetrators, that the Lord may awaken their numb 
souls and lead them to repentance.  
 
Demanding justice does not at all mean expecting revenge. God is the ultimate True Judge. We pray that 
these radical ideas of animosity which have infested and taken many willing hostages will soon end. I am 
personally deeply moved by your stand with us and your deep concern for peace. May the Lord grant us 
His peace, hear the prayers of all His people, and protect His church throughout all ages, “and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it” (Mt 16:18). 
 
God bless you, 

 
 
 

Bishop Youssef 
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States 
 
 
 


