
 

Dear Gulf Coast Leaders, 

February 6, 2011 - Epiphany 5A 
Prayer of the Day - Lord God, with endless 
mercy you receive the prayers of all who call 
upon you. By your Spirit show us the things 
we ought to do, and give us the grace and 
power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] - The fast God chooses is not just ritual 
humility, but undo injustice and oppression, to share your 
bread with the hungry, to invite the poor into your home, to 
clothe the naked and not hide from your neighbor. 
Psalm 112:1-9 [10] - It is well with those who deal generously 
and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice... They have 
distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their 
righteousness endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor. 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] - When Paul came to the 
Corinthians, it was not with lofty words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and power. 
Matthew 5:13-20 - Continuation of the Sermon on the 
Mount: You are the salt and light of the earth. Let your light 
shine. I have not come to abolish, but fulfill the law. Unless 
your righteousness exceeds that of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Salt and Light: 

The Impossibly High Demands of 
Discipleship 

Prolegomena: Thank you for reading these 
weeklies. For these last few years as bishop they 
have kept me grounded in the word, and they 
have provided a foundation for dialog. I don't 
write them from above, but as a reflection upon 
which we may begin a wider discussion of what it 
means to be followers of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 
And one more thing. Why not sing "Blest Are 
They" (ELW 728) for the month of February? It's 
soulful; it will work its way into people's 
subconscious. And it will ground everything we 
read in the Sermon on the Mount the next few 
weeks back into the Beatitudes.  
Warning: Following Jesus won't be easy.  

 
Matthew's Jesus has just delivered his 
breathtaking Beatitudes. Blessed are the hurting 
people God loves and the caring people God 
sends. And, oh yeah, expect resistance. Duh. 
Blessed are those persist when others resist. 
Blessed are you when you suffer a few blows for 

 

Mike Cole, General Presbyter for Houston, 
Cardinal DiNardo, United Methodist Bishop 
Janice Huie and others gather at Christ the 

King Lutheran Church in Houston for an 
Interfaith Prayer Service for immigrants 

OF NOTE 

Theological Conference EVALUATION FORM 
Congregational Reports due February 15 
Rostered Leader Reports due February 15 
Health Assessment due April 15 
Interfaith Prayer Service Sermon 
Interfaith Prayer Service TV coverage 
Interfaith Prayer Service Houston Chronicle coverage 
Bishop Younan invites Pope to ecumenical 
Reformation remembrance 
Death Penalty Panel interview in synod office 
Books 
Lectionary Readings 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
February 8 - St. Olaf at Grace Presbyterian, 
Houston 
 
February 19 and 26 - Dialog: Racism 
Grace Lutheran Church, Houston, TX, 9-4.  
Sponsored by the CENTER FOR HEALING OF 
RACISM 
Register: 713-520-8226 or cfhr1@juno.com 
May 20-22 - Synod Assembly  
August 14-20 - Churchwide Assembly 
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standing up for the vulnerable, being a voice for 
the voiceless and touching the untouchable. Bless 
you.  
Tracey Breashears Schultz submitted this poem by 
apartheid activist Alan Paton, saying, "It reminds 
me of what we mean to say when we preach The 
Beatitudes." 
o Lord, open my eyes 
that I may see the needs of others, 
open my ears 
that I may hear their cries, 
open my heart so 
that they need not be without succor. 
let me not be afraid to defend the weak 
because of the anger of the strong, 
nor afraid to defend the poor 
because of the anger of the rich. 
show me where love and hope and faith are 
needed, and use me to bring them to these places. 
open my eyes and ears 
that I may, this coming day, 
be able to do some work of peace for you. 
Now that Jesus has lined himself up clearly with 
the message of the prophets, it's time for a few 
illustrations in this sermon. You are the earth's 
salt. You are the earth's light. A city on a hill 
cannot be hidden.  
One doesn't light a lamp and put it under a 
bushel. Instead it goes on a lampstand to provide 
light for the whole house, al least if you live in a 
society with one-room houses. In Sunday school, 
children's sermons or children's church, "This 
Little Light of Mine" might be a good choice. "Hid 
it under a bushel? No! I'm gonna let it shine..." 
God is light. Jesus is light. And now, so are you. It 
gets personal. You are God's light, shining in the 
darkness.  
Next, Jesus will engage the Law. Matthew is 
divided into five sections like the five books of the 
Penteteuch. Jesus is being presented as the new 
Moses.  
Now that the Messianic age is here, is the Mosaic 
covenant irrelevant? The prophets? It is by no 
means an obvious question for the early church. 
The Bible was not yet assembled. Christians had 
decided to do away with circumcision, which the 
Law said was an "everlasting covenant." They 

 
Leadership Gatherings (Saturday only this year): 
August 6 - Houston 
August 13 - Brenham 
August 27 - New Orleans 

 

 



decided the dietary laws were not relevant to 
their global movement. As the first drafts of the 
Bible came together in the ensuing years the 
question remained: Should the Pentateuch even 
be included? Marcion (144 A.D.) said no. His bible 
had no Old Testament, only Luke plus Paul's 
letters. Irenaeus (170 A.D.) said yes, assembling a 
Bible of 23 books (like ours only without 
Philemon, James, 2 Peter and 3 John). As we all 
know, Marcion's tribe eventually lost and a final 
canon was settled upon in the fourth century. (In 
fact the first time we have a Bible list just like ours 
is Athanasius' list (367 A.D.). 
But the matter was probably really settled by 
Matthew's community (90 A.D?) in this passage. 
Should the Torah be abolished? By no means! We 
may not choose the path of Jewish orthodoxy, but 
these books trace our faith journey. Jesus makes it 
clear that he has not come to abolish the Law, but 
rather to fulfill it. As such, he will have to teach 
extensively on the use of the Law. So the next 
week (Feb. 18) and the week after (Feb. 25) we 
will have the six antitheses: You have heard it said, 
but I say to you... 
Not the tiniest stroke of the pen or diacritical 
mark should be removed. And indeed this is what 
happened. Modern Biblical scholars have 
wondered if centuries of manual copying decayed 
textual accuracy. Then the Dead Sea scrolls were 
discovered in 1947. They contained copies (copied 
between 152 B.C. and 68 A.D.) of every book of 
the Hebrew Bible except Esther. Isaiah's text from 
Qumran was identical to today's text to 95%. The 
differences were mostly letters and word 
spellings, that didnt change the meaning. Word-
for-word. Gives me chills. Not one dot or iota.  
But I digress. Matthew's Jesus wants the whole 
Law intact. But don't preach this text without a 
quick glance ahead at Matthew 23. Please read 
Jesus' scathing critique of legalism in Matthew 23, 
or hurried sermon preparation could lead to a 
premature and facile understanding of what Jesus 
is saying here in Matthew 5. Jesus doesn't want to 
do away with the Law, but neither will he be much 
in favor of a dogged adherence to the Law. Jesus 
wants us to understand that the Law is about 
justice and mercy, not tithing herbs or self-



righteous oneupmanship. If following the law 
results in a loss of compassion, then we have 
misinterpreted or misused the law. Laws were 
made for us. The Sabbath was made for us, not us 
for the Sabbath. Let's not make Jesus into a post-
Enlightenment fundamentalist, clinging to 
Victorian ethics in a desperate attempt to hold off 
the creeping forces of modernity. It's Jesus in a 
leisure suit, and it just won't do. Soon enough 
(two Sundays) he will start revising: "You have 
heard it said an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth, but I say to you..." 
The aforementioned would not have been the 
most shocking part of this passage. What is about 
to come is much more challenging: "For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven." (Matt. 5:20)  
Okay, this is a hard saying. As Fred Craddock 
points out, "Those who hear Jesus' teachings are 
struck, some quite deeply, by the level of ethical 
conduct expected of his followers." 
(http://www.religion-
online.org/showarticle.asp?title=712) 
The Pharisees don't even comb their hair on the 
Sabbath, because it might be work. In fact, they 
cover their mirrors because they might see their 
disheveled hair and be tempted to comb it, which 
might be work. Really, how do you trump that? 
This seems to be an unreasonably high level 
commitment to righteousness.  
But it is not the kind of righteousness that Jesus 
has in mind. Or the prophets for that matter. 
Micah: He has shown you, O mortal, what is good, 
what the Lord requires: Do justice. Love mercy. 
Walk humbly with God. Isaiah: Is this the fast that 
I choose? Sackcloth and ashes? Are you kidding 
me? Here's my fast: Do justice. Feed the hungry. 
Care for the orphan and widow and alien. Invite 
the homeless poor to your house. Amos: Take 
away from me the stink of your incense and the 
sound of your dreadful praise songs, just let 
justice roll down like mighty water and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Jesus is 
not so worried about combs and herbs. He's 
interested in the weightier matters of the law: 
justice and mercy. Stay tuned. 
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Next two weeks: The Six Antitheses (You have 
heard it said, but I say to you...) 

 
 

Be at peace with God and with one another, 

 
Michael Rinehart, Bishop 

bishop@gulfcoastsynod.org 
www.bishopmike.com  
www.facebook.com/bishoprinehart 

www.twitter.com/breadtweet  
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