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Welcome everyone. I am Michael Rinehart, Lutheran bishop in this area. Our synod is a 
community of about 100 congregations. This congregation is the oldest. Many thanks to our 
hosts.  
 
I am a Lutheran Christian. Is short, we are Christians in a Lutheran key. We find peace 
through trusting in God’s grace and love for all people and living in the freedom of the 
gospel, revealed to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
Interfaith dialogue in relationships is important for a number of reasons: 
 

1. Because, based on his Jewish tradition, Jesus taught love of God and neighbor as the 
center of the Torah, this means we are called to love our neighbor, especially our 
neighbor of different faiths. Jesus practiced this, even commending the faith of the 
Samaritan woman and the pagan Roman centurion. Mutual respect means, we must 
listen to one another, and understand one another. We do not see the other as enemy, 
but even the other sees us as enemy, and wishes us harm, Jesus taught us to love our 
enemies. From this we begin to experience what Paul called the peace that passes all 
understanding. 
 

2. We can learn from one another. We don’t know everything. Everything we do know is 
penultimate. We listen and learn.  

 
3. We live in a pluralistic society (especially here in Galveston/Houston), and therefore 

we must strive to live alongside one another in mutual understanding and love. 
 

4. Late in his life, Martin Luther’s wrote some disturbing and unethical anti-Judaic and 
anti-Islamic things. Because of this, our church has repudiated these writings, and 
feels a particular duty to engage in interfaith relations for the healing and harmony of 
the world. Inner harmony and outer harmony arm not inextricably tied, but neither are 
they mutually exclusive. Inner peace expresses itself in outer peace.  

 
5. At this time in our nation’s life and history, we are seeing a spike in hate speech, anti-

Muslim bigotry and anti-Semitism, as well as incidents of harassment and violence 
directed against these and other minority religious and ethnic communities. People of 
conscience need to build bridges. We are called to let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24) in Houston and 
Galveston, and attack on anyone of us is an attack on all of us, so we have committed 
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to one another to band together and times of crisis. So, rabbis, in moms, priests, and 
pastors, and Houston meet together regularly, listen to one another, eat together, work 
together, where we can, and stand together when we must. This does not mean we 
agree on everything. This means that we stand together in mutual respect, recognizing 
one another’s human dignity, and listening deeply to another about matters of faith 
and life. 

 
Our church has 12 commitments to peace in Interfaith relations, laid out in the ELCA’s 
2019 A Declaration of Inter-Faith Commitment:   
 
We participate in God’s mission in an increasingly multi-religious world. Locally and 
globally, there are examples of religious communities coexisting peacefully but also 
examples of conflict, violence, discrimination, bigotry, intolerance, and persecution. In the 
midst of this, God has entrusted to us a vision of unity, justice, and peace. Therefore, in 
faithful response to God’s love in Christ Jesus, we are called and committed to:  
 

• Seek mutual understanding with our neighbors of other religions and worldviews.  
• Cooperate with our neighbors of other religions and worldviews as instruments of 

God’s justice and peace.  
 

Across the ELCA, the form of our inter-religious relations will vary depending on 
context. As a church, we hold these commitments in common as a policy to guide our 
work and as a measure of accountability to our inter- religious partners.  
 

1. The ELCA will pray for the well-being of our wonderfully diverse human family, 
including our neighbors of other religions and worldviews (ELW, Prayer for the 
Human Family, p. 79).  

2. The ELCA will articulate why we both cherish the gospel, Scripture, the creeds, and 
confessions at the core of our Christian identity and Lutheran self-understanding and 
seek to understand our neighbor’s core identity and self-understanding in a spirit of 
mutual respect (“Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World: Recommendations for 
Conduct,” the World Council of Churches, Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue & World Evangelical Alliance, 2011).  

3. The ELCA will witness to the power of life in Christ in and through our daily lives. 
We will seek to be ethical, transparent, and concerned for the integrity of our 
neighbor’s rights and religious sensibilities as we share our faith with others (Report 
from Inter-Religious Consultation on Conversion, World Council of Churches, 
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, 2006).  

4. The ELCA, in dialogue with our partners, will seek to understand the religions of the 
world so as to enhance mutual understanding as well as to be able to identify the 
misuse of any religion to justify oppression, such as violence, genocide, or terrorism.  

5. The ELCA will seek to know our neighbors in order to overcome stereotypes about 
them, “to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do 
in the best possible light” (Small Catechism, Eighth Commandment).  
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6. The ELCA will explore and encourage inter-religious friendship, accompaniment, and 
partnership with all who seek justice, peace, human wholeness, and the well-being of 
creation (ELCA Constitution, Chapter 4.03.f).  

7. The ELCA will, whenever possible, work with other Christians and through 
ecumenical and inter-religious coalitions in its quest for inter-religious understanding 
and cooperation (“Lund Principle,” 1952).  

8. The ELCA will seek counsel from other religious groups in its discernment of and 
advocacy for the common good.  

9. The ELCA will defend the full participation of all in our religiously diverse society, 
“strengthening public space as a just place for all” regardless of religion or worldview 
(“The Church in the Public Space: A Statement of The Lutheran World Federation,” 
2016).  

10. The ELCA will defend human rights and oppose all forms of religious bigotry, 
violence, discrimination, and persecution and stand in solidarity with those who 
experience them, whether they are Christian or of another religion or worldview 
(“Human Rights” ELCA Social Message, 2017; “For Peace in God’s World” ELCA 
Social Statement, 1995; “Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture” ELCA Social 
Statement, 1993; “Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective” ELCA Social 
Statement, 1991).  

11. The ELCA will confess when our words or deeds (or lack thereof) cause offense, 
harm, or violence to our neighbors of other religions and worldviews and will repent 
and seek forgiveness from God and reconciliation with our neighbors (“Luther, 
Lutheranism, and Jews,” The Lutheran World Federation, 1984; ELCA “Declaration 
to the Jewish Community,” 1994; ELCA “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery,” 
2016).  

12. The ELCA will produce study and dialogue materials and pastoral guidelines for 
understanding and engaging with our neighbors of other religions and worldviews and 
seek counsel from inter-religious partners in the development of such resources.  

 
Examples of our work in this area: 

• 1994 ELCA Declaration to the Jewish Community 
• 2022 ELCA Preaching and Teaching “With Love and Respect for the Jewish People.” 
• 2022 ELCA Declaration to the Muslim Community 
• 2016 ELCA Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery 
• 2020 ELCA Guidelines for Ministry in a Multi-Religious World 
• ELCA website on Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Matters 
• Consultative Panel on Lutheran-Muslim Relations  
• We developed a study guide for congregations on the 6-CD series Discover Islam, 

which Discover Islam, USA sent to all ELCA pastors 
• The ELCA was a founding member of the interfaith campaign Shoulder-to-Shoulder: 

Standing with American Muslims, Upholding American Values   
 

These are just a few examples of this important interfaith work.  
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We are called to proclaim our faith with joy, but this does not mean we are called to tear 
down the faith of others. There are no examples I can find where Jesus tore down the faith of 
others. In fact, there are plenty of examples in the gospels, where Jesus commends the faith 
of those from other religious traditions. We find peace walking in his footsteps, following his 
example, respecting one another, learning from one another, and standing with one another in 
the face of religious bigotry and persecution.  

 
  
 
 

 
 


